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July 9, 1999 "’

Lucy J. Denny, Reports Analyst
Federal Election Commission
009 E, Street NLW.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Dear Lucy Denny:
Enclosed vou should find:

1. A letter sent to your atiention, dated February 3, from former ACPAC Treasurer Panl
Williarns explaining contributions to Senator Alphonse D" Amate’s genera] re-
election campaign. I assume this problem has heen cleared wp sinoe [ have not
received any further correspondense on the metter, If a problem still existe, please
contact me immediately at (6127 928-8000 ext. 103,

3. An amended report covering November 24, 1993 to Deccmber 31, 19538, Mr.
Williams informed me of the 5379.03 discrepancy in ACPAC’s prior FEC reports
(see page 3 of the February 3 letter)) The attached amended report reflects the comrect
totals and coincides with ACPAC’s January 1, 1952 to June 30, 1999 report.

3. January 1, 1999 to June 30, 1999 Mid-Yeur Report,

If you should have any further questions or concemns, dan't hesitate to contact me at {612)
G28-200K) ext 105,

Sincerdly,

4 7 <

Joseph P. Martin
ACPAC Treasurer
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ACPAC
Febnuary 3, 1999

Luey 1. Denny

Reports Anslyst

Federal Election Comnussion
990 E. Street, MW,
Washington, D.C. 20463

Dear Luey Denny:

This letler is in rosponse to your inguiry of January 20, 1999 regarding possibie excessive
contributions made to Sen. Alphonse I Amate's general re-election campaizn by the
Amertcan Collectors Association political action committes. As we discussed on the phone Jast
week, [-believe that the dicerepaney weae he reeult of t}rpngrapl'ucal errnrs and a
nummd:rstandmﬂ of the tallying repulations for candidate conmbutions.

‘When [ siarted serving as ACPAC easoor e few years apo, 1 was under the sopression that
catpaipn disbursements for re-clection campaigns can be designated on the FEC repost as
Being for re-lection campaign, withowt specifving whether such a designation shoutd be tathied
for a peneral ar primary election. Such a desipnaton would be the same as tallying the check 1o
the nearest election. As T have wnee leamed, this “shorthand” pohey valy lezds to conflsion as
to how the check showld be tallied. This was not & problem in the past, as ACPAC rarely
contributed more than $4,000 to any one candidate, but the possibility of confusion over how to
taily contributions will certaonly increase as ACPAC continues fo grow, Fortunately, we have
just purchased a Capitol Hill PAC software program which forces the preparer of the FEC

_ reports 1o designate whether a contribution is for & general or primary election. The software
also flags any violation of campaign laws before a report is Gled or a disbursernent check is
writen, I believe that thiz svsiem will help reduce the fypographical errors thal have
pecagicnally oogured during our former system of wiiting all reports in long-hand and (hen
typing wp the reports. With this background in place, I believe [ can discuss all contributions
niade to Sen, Alphense D’ Amato over the past five years and answer the questons you aised
in your inguiry. :

1. ACPACs first contmbution to Sen. Alphonse T’ Amato during the past five years occevired
on February 23, 1993, The contribution was made for $1,000 and was designated on the
check for the “1982 elections.” A similar desipnstion wae made on the FEC report.
Consequantly, this contribufion did not conrt for the 1 99% eleation totals,

ACA’ s Politlcal Action Committes

A raky af ow rederl o Slod valh the Fedeml Evcoon Coembpion and H gl for parchiad fPfan Dz FEC, Waahia apiny OLE, T THAT

Madirg, Addrea: Amercan Callecers Associzdon, Ine = B, Box 2HOG = Hlmeu.s:bis MR 554390108 ¢ Tl (& 12) 9264047 = Fax :!.Il]- - 414




2.

February 3, 1999

The first contrbulion for Sen D'Amato’s 1998 reclection was niade on May 11, 1984
The check was for 31,000 and the contnution on the check was designated as 1998 re-
election and the designation on the FEC report was listed as re-glection, I¢ should be tallied
10 the primary electiog, Jeaving a total of $1,000 taflied to the primary election at that time.

The next disbursement to bis campaien wes made oo Jane 2%, 1995 for §1,000. The
desipnation on ihe check was for the 1998 re-election and was marked on the FEC ieport as
other; 15993 re-election. This should be tailied to the primary electon, leaving a total of
52,000 1allied to the primary clection at that time.

On November 30, 1295, a contribution of $2,000 was made 1o Sen. IY Amato’s campaign,
This time, however, the contribution was tallied to the general election, leaving a total of
3 000 taflied ta Uiz primary election and $2,000 to the general election at that tims.

Om April 26, 1996, 2 contribution of $1,000 was made to Sen. D'Amate’s re-glection
campaign. The check was designated to the “re-clection campaign,” but enfortenately
was fdeslgnated as a “general efection™ on the FEC report, instead of the primary
clection designaton, {A corrected report is enclosed.) This leaves a tolal of $3,000

" designated for the primary efection and §2,000 for the general election at that time.

The next conmbutien ocowmed on November 27, 1996 for 31,000, This centribution
should be taliied as a primary eleetion, but was taliied on the FEC report a5 a general
eleeton., (A corrected report is enclosed.) This leaves a tatal of 54,000 designated for the
privnary cleetion and 52,000 for the general election at that time.

The next dishursement date was Aprid 8, 1998 for & contnbubion of $1,000. The
contribution was designated on the check as being fur the 1998 Primary Election, but
was listed oz the FEC report 25 being for ¢he 1998 General Election. (A corrected
report is enclosed.), This leaves a total of $5,000 designated for the primary election and
$2.000 for the gengral election.)

The final contribution was made on July 22, 1998 for $3,000. The degnation on {he check
was for the 1998 (General Re-election and it was correctly iallied on the FEC report for the
general election, This leaves a total contribution of $5,000 for the primary election and
5,000 for the general electon.

Shortly after the July 22, 1998 check was received by the D'Amato findraising committes,
their treasurer contacted me with questiens ahout how the dishursements shonld be tallisd since
I did not explicitly indicate how the checks should be tedlied on two letters to her. I explained




Feltirwary 3, 1889

how the cominibutions should be tailied. 1 presumed that everything made sense since I did not
hear agam rom the cainpaign.

If at this twoe, yon beleeve that I should ootify the reipient and equest a cefond, [ would
certainly be glad to do so. (In the meentime, 1 have szpt the campaign treasurer a lener
explaming hew the caneributions should be re-tallied. {See attachrent )

First, effectively immediately, Joe Martin wall be the new ACPAC teasurer and aﬁ
corresponidence showld be directed to bim,

: The s=tond issue relates tn the previous statement. When I becarne ACPAC wreasurer in 1924, [

'-
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g

L

was informed that there was a discrepancy of 537903 between the amount reported to the FEC
atwd the acfual bank stafement. The previous bressurer was uasure where the discrepancy came

' fom and simply instrueted me to carry the diserepancy forward as she had done. | should have

contzcted your office directly at that time, but I simply cartied the discrepancy forwarl, Now
that T am leaving as ACPAC weasurer, I would like to resolve fhis discrepancy s 5000 85
possible for the new treasurer.

After eonsiderable research, 1 believe 1 have discovered the ongm of the discrepancy. As fir as I
can fell, this digerspancy was created oo November 20, 1987, when Elizabeth Uppman, whe
geeved ps ACPAC Tregswrer at that time, transferred $18,000 from the ACPAC checking
account to a Fidelity T1.S. Govemment Reserve Account which eamed interest, On September
14, 1983, the total balance plus imterest (521, B17.00) was transferred back into the ACFAC
checking ascount, ACPAC then paid federal and state takes on the interest with a check from
the ACPAC campaign contribution fund, but apperently did not disclose the full amount to the
FEC report. Consequently, we Lieve consistently reported $379.03 more t the FEC than what
wie have in our actual bank ascount.

ACA's Federal Legislative Consultant Rebert Bover discussed this discrepancy with Mr.,
Richard Ne on Febmiary 2 and Mr. Mg suggested that we prepare an updated FEC report with
the comect infonmation, and fo check with you to see if there are additional paperwork
requirements that must be meat. Since Bob Rover discussed this issus with Mr, Ng after the
1998 vear end FEC repert was filed, the report (which you should have already received) does
net reflect the discrepancy discussed above. I will waii to hewr fom you before I file an
amended 1958 year end report 3o ensure that T have completed all the necessary paperwork.
This amended report will be filed using our traditional method of kyping owt the reports, since
we carsot use the Capitol Hill PAC software system, until I hear frorn you on how to handle
this discrepancy.
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To reduce the possibility of further FEC inquiries or questions, T woald appresiate it if you
eould send any information on upcoming saminars on FEC requirements to Joe Martin, so that
he can be filly aware of and complant with all FEC rules and regudations regand@ing pelifical
ACIOn CommIitess,

Thank you for your fime and ikerest iz resolving this issue.
Sincerely,

e

Paul Wikliams

ACPAC Treasurer

Enc.
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